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Homily – Third Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Mass for Life – January 22, 2023 

“The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; upon those 

who dwelt in the land of gloom a light has shone.” We just heard this 

quote read twice in today’s liturgy. The gospel of Matthew refers to this 

portion of a poem that appears in the book of Isaiah. Most likely, it 

originally served to interpret a defining moment in the history of Judah, 

when Josiah becomes king after the assassination of his father Amon. 

Josiah ascended to the throne at the age of eight and was a righteous 

king. 

Little did the author of the poem know that those verses would find 

a much deeper meaning when referred to Jesus of Nazareth, who 

brought the light of the Gospel of Life to the sea of Galilee when he 

moved to Capernaum. Throughout their history, the land of Zebulun and 

of Naphtaly, Galilee of the Gentiles, had been more prone to infidelity to 

the God of their fathers, giving in to paganism. 

Little did Andrew, Peter, James, John, and the rest of the apostles, 

know about what awaited them. And the same is true about us. Josiah 

and the apostles had the right disposition of heart at the time they 

received their calling. Even as they were walking in dark moments in 

their history, they kept their hope alive. Hope led them to be well 

prepared. Jesus sheds light on all Sacred Scripture, just as he does on 

our lives and all of history, in ways far beyond our expectations and our 

imagination. One thing we ask of the Lord, that we “may gaze on the 

loveliness of the Lord” and contemplate his face. (Ps). 

The gospel demands hope, which implies complete trust, a change 

in mentality and conversion of heart. Matthew is telling us that, just as 

the prophesies of old became much more coherent when referred to 
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Jesus, our lives will also be illumined as we welcome him. The Lord’s 

project does not end with our individual salvation or the fulfillment of our 

own expectations, but by the fulfillment of His expectations in us and 

through us. We must always be open to an enhancement of our hearts, 

for the good news to be brought forward by the Holy Spirit through us. A 

greater respect for life – from the womb to the tomb and at every stage 

between conception and natural death – is only possible through a 

greater and more perfect love of God and all people. No one may be 

excluded from our love, as no one is excluded from the love of God. 

Just like Andrew, Peter, James and John, we are called to 

participate in the Lord’s mission, radically transforming our lives 

according to that calling. Most of us are probably not being asked to 

leave our jobs, our place of residence or our families. Nonetheless, we 

are all called to an even more radical change. Our entire lives must 

become a proclamation of the good news brought by Jesus. Otherwise, 

our name as Christians would be emptied of its meaning. (Cf. 1 Cor). 

Saint Paul gives us a clear parameter to know whether we are 

worthy of that name, and whether the prophesies referred to the new 

kingdom are being fulfilled for us. That parameter is communion. I urge 

you, he says, “in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ… that there be no 

divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and in the 

same purpose.” And Pope Francis has said: “The path towards Christian 

unity and the path of the synodal conversion of the Church are linked.” 

So let us follow the Pope’s lead, walking together as one Body of Christ. 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, help us be faithful to the Holy Spirit, who 

brings us together as one Holy People of God to announce the Gospel of 

Life. 


