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Homily – Friday of the Third Week of Ordinary Time 
St. Anthony’s Catholic Student Center – January 27, 2023 

In the gospel, the Lord presents two parables in which the seed 

refers to the starting point of the Kingdom of God. Jesus is talking 

about a profound encounter with him, which happens at his initiative, 

but which implies an effort on our part to be prepared and sustain it, 

moved by the Holy Spirit. First, Pope Francis says that it requires the 

courage to sow the seed and to become involved, instead of hiding 

behind a “preservation ministry” which does not allow the Kingdom 

of God to flourish. 

The Lord captivates our hearts – like he did with the first 

disciples – upon our personal encounter with him. We hear his voice 

telling us, “Follow me”. It is so powerful that it drives us to leave 

everything behind joyfully, to live with Him. But with the passage of 

time, we can get tired or gradually lose our spiritual memory, 

perhaps as we do not see the expected fruits. 

The first reading today gives us a new push: “You need 

endurance to do the will of God and receive what he has promised.” 

This is precisely what the gift of fortitude – which comes to us from 

the Holy Spirit – is about: the capacity, beyond our own limited 

strength, to resist the daily battle for faith and hope. 

The seed also represents us. God chooses the smallest, the 

poorest and least fitting instruments to cooperate in his plan of 

salvation. God’s plans are always bigger and deeper than ours. As 

workers in the field, we are guaranteed that – if we persevere until 
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the end – we will be surprised with the fruit of the seed, always 

greater than we can imagine. 

After sowing, the farmer must watch the field with dedication 

and care, but without worrying about the seed. The soil, by the gift of 

its own strength, will carry out the miracle of transformation. It is 

God who makes our relationship with him grow, but we allow its 

growth every day through prayer, through a job well done, through 

constant study, through listening to someone who suffers, through 

forgiveness and understanding, always trying to make life more 

pleasant and meaningful to others. 

The growth of faith occurs as a hidden force, in silence. It is the 

development of virtues such as perseverance, magnanimity, joy, 

courage, patience, humility, firm hope. It is the action of the Holy 

Spirit which makes the Kingdom grow in us and around us. God’s gift 

ultimately spreads to the community and becomes public. The first 

reading, from the Letter to the Hebrews, praises the strength of the 

first Christians to maintain their faith in the face of difficulties. It 

encourages them – and us – not to give up: “We are not among those 

who draw back and perish, but among those who have faith and will 

possess life.” (Heb). 

Our Lady of Guadalupe, give us the courage to sow the seed, 

the perseverance to cultivate its fruit and the gift of the Holy Spirit 

who leads us in the process. 


