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Homily – Melkite Pontifical Liturgy with Bishop François Beyrouti 
San Fernando Cathedral – February 8,, 2023 

Thank you, Bishop François Beyrouti, for this wonderful opportunity to 

celebrate the Lord’s Sacrifice together. St. John Paul II famously said that 

“The universal Church needs a synergy between the particular Churches of 

East and West so that she may breathe with her two lungs… Therefore, we 

cannot but rejoice that the Eastern Churches have in recent times taken root 

in America alongside the Latin Churches present there from the beginning, 

thus making the catholicity of the Lord’s Church appear more clearly.” 

The unrelated fact that, as a young man, Pope Francis lost part of one 

of his lungs, serves as a good analogy to the way our faith is suffering, 

particularly in the West. Thanks to his other lung, the Pope is overall healthy 

at 86 years of age. Likewise, we have a vibrant Body represented here. Let 

us thank God for his gift of Pope Francis to the Universal Church and the 

world. May he be granted prompt recovery of the health of his knee and his 

back, and may we be given many more years of his fruitful Petrine ministry. 

In his gospel, John quotes the Lord saying: “When you lift up the Son of 

Man, then you will realize that I AM, and that I do nothing on my own, but I say 

only what the Father taught me. The one who sent me is with me. He has not 

left me alone, because I always do what is pleasing to him.” (Jn 8:28). 

Indeed, Jesus laid down his life of his own accord to fulfill the will of the 

Father. To do what pleases God, He commands us to “believe in the name of 

his Son, Jesus Christ, and love one another just as he commanded us. Those 

who keep his commandments remain in him, and he in them, and the way we 

know that he remains in us is from the Spirit that he gave us.” (1 Jn). 

Through the great tradition of synodality – about which the West has so 

much to learn from the East – the Church is able to “test the spirits to see 

whether they belong to God…”  With his human faculties, Jesus perfectly 
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discerned the will of the Father through prayer and fellowship. Likewise, he 

invites us and guides us to discern the signs of the times and the better ways 

to carry out God’s will for the Church. Joining in his Paschal Sacrifice, we 

participate in his high and eternal priesthood, offering ourselves together 

with him as victims to please the Father at this Liturgy. Since God loved us 

first, “we also must love one another.” 

In our search for God’s will, we often fall short. Like the bystander who 

drew his sword and struck the high priest’s servant, sometimes we may 

resort to the wrong measures. Other times, we fail to find the courage to 

stand by the Lord, and we end up denying him. “Peter remembered the word 

that Jesus had said to him, ‘Before the cock crows twice you will deny me 

three times.’ He broke down and wept.” (Mk).  We need the meekness of the 

disciple to listen and lay down the sword. And we need the courage to break 

down and weep. Both are graces for which we must beg the Holy Spirit. 

The Lord submitted himself to the justice that our faults deserved. To 

achieve his mercy, we must begin by facing his justice. Jesus remains 

standing, turns the other cheek before the tribunal and is never overshone. 

He keeps his identity intact, and thus He gives glory to the Father, who 

brings all things into one in the Son, in the heavens and on earth. (Cf. Eph 

1:10). At all times, He reaffirms his decision to do the will of the Father, 

contrasting with Peter and with us. But He makes up for our deficiencies, as 

we abandon ourselves in Him through trust. That way, He allows us to 

participate with Him in His redemptive work. Discernment occurs along the 

way of the cross. The one who sends us is with us. He does not leave us 

alone, as we strive to do what is pleasing to him. 

May the Theotokos grant us the grace to commit our lives to the 

mission, filled with hope for her to reach for us the miracle of our perfect 

conversion. 


